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Practicing Justice and Love (being Jesus in the world): Jesus summarizes the commandments in a two-fold manner:  
loving God and loving neighbor. (See Matthew 22:36-40) As disciples we ask for God’s guidance as we work in the 
world, welcoming the alien among us, striving for justice among God’s people and appreciating the diversity of all peo-
ple, understanding that all of humanity is created in the image of God. (from our strategic plan presented in the spring 
of 2016) 

  
  In the gospel of Matthew, a young man asks Jesus a seemingly sim-

ple question: “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the great-
est?” (Matthew 22:36, NRSV) 
  
Jesus’ two-fold response:  love God and love neighbor.  As disciples 
of the living Christ, it’s in loving God and loving neighbor that we live 
into God’s call on our lives to practice justice and love (being Jesus in 
the world). 

Aren’t we blessed that God gives us the opportunity to do God’s work in the world? Aren’t we blessed that we are 
provided a variety of opportunities to love God in worship? Simply put, aren’t we blessed? 

As we enter into the seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas, I hope we take time to take advantage of the 
many worship and service opportunities God provides us to show love for God and neighbor. When we gather for our 
annual Thanksgiving service, our weekly Advent services (this year at 10:30 AM and at 7:00 PM on Wednesdays) and 
at one of the Christmas Eve or Day services, God draws us into a community that shares in holy moments of praise, 
thanksgiving, and prayer. Perhaps like nowhere else, it is within this worshipping community that we show our love 
for God and God renews our spirit. 
  
Renewed in God’s promises, we support the hunger ministries of our church (both ELCA World Hunger and our Christ-
mas Basket ministry), we purchase Angel Tree gifts for children in our community, and we share the gifts of time, tal-
ent and treasure which God has entrusted into our care. In these and so many other ways we serve in Christ’s name, 
we love our neighbor with the same gracious love we have freely received from God. 

I pray that in this upcoming season, you will feel the tangible love of God in your life and in our community. And as 
you experience that tangible love, in turn you’ll be called to worship and serve as together we love God and neighbor. 

See you Sunday! 

Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
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Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

November is a time to remember. On All Saints Sunday we remember all who have gone on before us in 
the faith and celebrate that God has made all of us—past, present, and future—saints through Christ’s re-
demption and baptism. “For all the saints; Alleluia!”  
 
On the last Sunday of the Church Year we remember Christ as the King who reigns from a cross and pro-
nounces us blessed. “Crown him with many crowns!”  
 
On Thanksgiving we pause to remember God’s gracious acts for us, and we join together to thank our God 
of grace. “Come, ye thankful people, come!”  
 
And as November comes to a close we begin the cycle anew with the First Sunday of Advent, remembering 
the promises of God to come again to save and unite us. “Come now, O Prince of Peace!” Come, be a part 
of all this remembering, pondering, praying, worshiping, singing, and rejoicing.  
 
All our choirs are up and running and all welcome new and former members. Here is the line-up: 
 Jubilate Handbells—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary, directed by  
  Jenne Burnham fenris1954@yahoo.com 
 Children’s Choir—Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the education building,  
 Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 in the choir room,  
  both directed by Laurel Wacyk laurel.wacyk@gmail.com 

 
Anyone wishing to sing or ring with our choirs for Christmas needs to be attending rehearsals regularly by 
mid-November. Join us! And keep singing!   
 
Wayne 

 
The Worship and Music Committee will be available November 13 and 20 between ser-
vices for poinsettia dedications to decorate the sanctuary.  The cost of each plant is 
$10.  We ask that if you order  poinsettias, you plan to take them home from the church by Wednesday  
December 28.  We no longer have an avenue to donate the plants.  Instead of a poinsettia or in addition to a 
plant, consider a donation to the ELCA World Hunger campaign in honor or memory of a loved one.  We will 
print the World Hunger and poinsettia dedications in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 

mailto:fenris1954@yahoo.com
mailto:laurel.wacyk@gmail.com
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Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

 
Sunday School Charity 2016-2017 

 

This Sunday School year, we will be collecting a weekly offering for 
 

The Joy of Sox. 
 

The Joy of Sox is an organization that started in 2010. Their mission is to provide joy to the homeless by giving them 
new socks. They have already distributed over 150,000 pairs of new socks to the homeless as of May 2015. The Joy 
of Sox has even reached organizations in other countries, like Afghanistan, Mexico, and Uganda. 
 
A $108.00 donation can purchase enough socks to provide six homeless people a new pair of socks every month for 
a year! So let's see how much we can raise so we can help those in need! 
 
As of now, we are only collecting money for our weekly Sunday School offering. Each classroom will have their own 
sock "money bag". 
 
We will hold a sock collection sometime in the spring, so keep a lookout for more info on that soon!! 

 

UPCOMING DATES:  
November 3rd- Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6:45pm in the Parlor  
November 6th- NO FLAMES MEETING THIS MONTH  
November 18-20- Affirmation of Baptism Retreat at Mar-Lu-Ridge  
November 21st- Youth Committee meeting at 7pm in the Parlor  
November 27th- NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (Thanksgiving Weekend)  
November 30th- First Advent Soup Supper 
         5:30-6:30pm in the Fellowship Center. $5 per person and $15 for families of 3 or more.  

 
Themes for Advent Soup Suppers:  

Nov. 30th- Thanksgiving Leftovers Theme  
Dec. 7th- Chef’s Choice  
Dec. 14th- Chili  
Dec. 21st- Christmas Theme  

 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (Confirmation)  
 We currently have 25 youth registered for Affirmation of Baptism classes. So far the classes have been going well 

and the youth have already had a lesson on Worship, Liturgy, and the church colors. Parents/guardians are being 
encouraged to join their kids in class so that the family can be involved and learn with the youth.  

 
ADVENT SOUP SUPPERS  

Join us before our Wednesday Advent Services for some soup and fellowship! Starting November 30th, we will be 
serving soup from 5:30-6:30pm in the Fellowship Center. Cost is $5.00 per person and $15.00 per family of 3 or 
more. If you are interested in making soup for these suppers, please contact Lauren Gray. See you there!!  

 
        Blessings!  
        Lauren Gray 
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First Lutheran Preschool  
Jenny James, Director 

410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org 

Are Your Fridays Fun Days? 
 
Last year our preschool started a new enrichment program.  It takes place on Friday afternoons (thus, the name Fri-
day Fundays).  It is meant to be a fun time to dive into interesting topics.  You may not think that preschool children 
would find history, architecture, and culture interesting.  However, with the help of talented teachers Emma Salis-
bury and Jeanette Gallo, the children are looking forward with great anticipation to every approaching Friday. 
 
The themes for this semester came out of a wonderful summer vacation that I was fortunate to experience with my 
husband, Tom.  We were in Venice, Italy, and learning about how the islands were built using clay, posts, brick, stone, 
and beaten earth.  Sounds like just the thing that preschoolers would love playing with:  water, clay, wood, and dirt!  I 
brought home my idea of building Venice with our Friday Funday class and our teachers got busy figuring out how to 
translate these grown-up ideas to little learners. 
 
This idea turned into other creative plans to go back in time with our imaginations and build the pyramids of Egypt, 
the Eiffel Tower in France, the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, and the Taj Mahal in India.  I wish you could see 
the excitement of the children engaged in hands-on exploration.   
 
Do you have any ideas that could be re-imagined through the eyes of young children?  Would you like to share them 
with us?  If so, please contact me and I will pass them on to our staff.  Who knows, you could be the inspiration for 
more Friday Fundays! 
 
Jenny James 

WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN 
Sue Davis, president 

 

Reserve Saturday, December 3, at 2:00 pm to attend our Holiday Tea.  
 

All Women of First are welcome 
to come to one or all of our events.  

 
All of our circles currently meet during the day.  

If anyone is interested in starting a group that would meet in the evening,  
please contact Sue Davis 410-418-4535 or eshdavis@verizon.net 

The Martha Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 8, at 10 a.m. in the Youth Room. The program “Faith” will be led 
by Dot Anderson –refreshments by Andrea Gruhl. All women of the church are invited.  
 

Rebecca Circle will meet at 1:00 pm on Thursday November 17 in the Youth Room. This year’s theme is about mod-
ern era saints. Sue Davis will present this month’s program about Saint Edith Stein. Edith Stein, also known as St. Tere-
sa Benedicta of the Cross, OCD, was a German Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism and became a Dis-
calced Carmelite nun. She died at Auschwitz in 1942.  She is canonized as a martyr and saint of the Catholic Church. 
Our hostess is Lenny Bredthauer.  All women welcome.  Questions:  please call Nancy Galloway (410-465-2790) or 
Sandy Funke (410-992-8015). 

mailto:eshdavis@verizon.net


 

Keep up with the latest news from First Lutheran 

 

To receive our weekly e-letters and church announce-

ments through email, go to First Lutheran Church’s 

website at  

www.firstlutheranec.org 

and look for the button 

 

SIGN UP NOW  

 

Fill in your name and email address. 

That’s all there is to it!! 

First Lutheran’s after hours 
Medical Emergency  

Phone Number 
 

                 (for evenings and weekends only) 
 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately,  
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977 
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From the Congregation Council  

The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on October 19th.   In addition to hearing reports 
from various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 
 
An update on the LEAD Team’s activities: The team will be commissioned on Reformation Sunday. Jay 
Zumbrun delivered a Temple Talk on the Team’s activities. 
 
In partnership with e-Church, the infrastructure of our very own church app has been completed.  An inter-
nal church group from FLC will complete the design.  The online giving portion (PushPay) is operational. 
 
Preparation and review of the agenda for the Annual Congregation Meeting in November.   
 
Review of the updated Constitution slated for ratification at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Review of Continuing Resolutions due for council approval.  
 
Council members Diane Schwarzman and Susan Garde to revise and update Facility / Building Use and Key 
Control Policy.   

The next Delaware-Maryland Synod Assembly is scheduled for June 1-3, 2017 in Ocean City, Maryland. At 
this  annual church conference the attendees discuss the business of the church,  inform the participants of 
the many and varied church ministries, and approve the synod budget.  There is usually a plenary speaker as-
sociated with the theme for the year, workshops, and special events for youth and young adults. Themes 
have included important topics pertinent to congregational life (e.g., evangelism, discipleship).  Synod passes 
resolutions (synod) and memorials (to the church wide assembly).  Housing, meals, and other direct expenses 
are reimbursed through the church budget. If you are interested in representing our church at the next con-
ference, please speak with one of the Pastors.  



UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN! 
 

As we approach the end of our first full year of participating on the ELCA’s Always Being Made New 
Campaign, we are currently involved in gathering offerings to support the hunger and poverty min-
istries of the ELCA. Our goal is to gather $8,000 for these ministries. As of October 15, 2016 we 
have gathered $3,509.20. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

As of October 15, 2016 we’ve actually made offerings totaling $23,612.20 to the Always Being Made New Campaign. 
Those offerings have supported the Pangani mission, Breath of God Lutheran Church, young adults in global mission, 
and various leadership ministries in our world and synod, including the LEAD (Living Every Day as Disciples) program in 
which we are participating. 
 
You’re invited to participate by making your offering either with your regular offering, using either the special envelope 
included in your envelope packet or the Always Being Made New envelopes found in the pew racks, or through our 
new on-line giving platform. (see below for details)  
 
Your participation, in whatever way your feel called to participate, is appreciated! 
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      Interested in joining First Lutheran? 
 
When Jesus called his first disciples, he simply 
invited them, “Come and see.”  
 

Following Jesus’ example, we invite any-
one who would like to become a mem-
ber of the congregation to contact one 
of the pastors for a one-on-one orienta-
tion. 
 

New members are received on the fourth Sunday of every month.  

First Lutheran  

on Facebook 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/First-
Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-

143823785640557/?ref=bookmarks. 

 
Electronic Giving  

 
Our electronic giving capability is now in place and available to everyone! Either by accessing the “GIVE” tab on our 
website or texting “firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile device, you are able to establish an on-line giving profile 
and make offerings to a variety of designations. Offerings can be made from a checking account, debit card or credit 
card. Each electronic transaction occurs over a safe, encrypted connection.  
 
Our customized app is currently under development and will be available from your respective app store in the coming 
weeks. Look for more information in the weekly Parish Notices. 
 
*When you send 'firstlutheranec' to 77977 you will receive a one-time reply containing a link to give to First Lutheran 
(1msg/request). Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://
pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to 
cancel.  

https://pushpay.com/terms
https://pushpay.com/terms
https://pushpay.com/privacy
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PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

WHEN YOU ARE GRIEVING 

 OR ARE IN TRANSITION  

 
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures,He leads me beside quiet wa-
ters, He restores my soul.”(Psalm 23:1-3) 

 

Going through the holiday season can be difficult when you are grieving a loss or going through a major 
change in life. Any change, even good change, can bring about a sense of loss and a grief reaction.  
Whether you are grieving the death of a loved one, going through a divorce or separation, experiencing a 
change in health status, planning a major move or going through any life transition that changes how you 
spend your holidays, this workshop provides a loving and supportive environment where you can have the 
opportunity to:  

 

Tell your story 

Grieve in a safe and confidential setting 

Learn coping tools to help you come up with an action plan and prepare for the holidays  

Invite God to accompany you on this journey  
 

Place:  First Lutheran’s Fellowship Center 

 

Date:   Saturday, November 19, 2016 

 

Time:   9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (Continental Breakfast available at 8:30 am)  

 

Please RSVP to Pastor Gigie at ggrant@firstlutheranec.org or call the church office at  

410-465-2977 so that we have enough materials prepared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE THROUGH PEOPLE 

 

SPONSORED BY STEPHEN MINISTRY 

mailto:ggrant@firstlutheranec.org
http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/7
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

LEAD Team/Listening Team 
 

As we said in last month’s introduction to LEAD, Living Everyday as Disciples; the focus of the core LEAD team will be 
listening: 

listening to God in scripture and prayer, 
listening to God in our Congregation, 
listening to God in the neighborhood. 

 

In fact, in “LEAD lingo” we are also called the “Listening Team”.  As such, we are spending our first few meetings train-
ing and practicing listening.  Specifically, we are practicing how to listen without inserting our own personal filters, bias-
es and blind spots. 
 

The first step for us has been to identify and share our personal backgrounds.  This is a simple way for members of a 
team to get to know each other and to build some trust among team members.  For us, the exercise involved using a 
set of questions provided by LEAD that were written to intentionally help us understand how we each view the world.  
This included some subjects that we probably would not have thought of discussing: “what is my style of dress?”; “what 
are the ethnicities of my friends?”; “what is my experience with crime?”; “what is my personal power to make deci-
sions?”  The questions helped us to see the limits of our current perspective and therefore to identify how we can grow 
our perspective to encompass a truly worldwide view.   
 

Another purpose of this exercise is to allow us to help each other overcome our intrinsic biases.  As a team, we are 
seeking to look past our personal filters so we can see others as they are and as God sees them.  In this way, we would 
see their gifts, their strengths, their human struggles and their achievements as the other person would define them for 
him/herself; rather than as we would define them for ourselves.  Throughout this process, we are reminded to continue 
to pray for God’s help and guidance to open our minds and our hearts to new perspectives. 
 

We invite you to join us in our journey.  You can practice listening from the heart on your own, with your family or with 
any small group such as a Bible study group.  The two-page question and discussion guide is available by contacting the 
church office.  Or, feel free to contact any of the LEAD Listening Team members for further guidance.  And, please con-
tinue to pray for us, our congregation, our neighborhood and all of God’s creation. 
 

Pastor Mike     Pastor Grant     Joanna Casto     George Conklin     Cathy Rice     Jay Zumbrun 

 
First Lutheran’s Youth Group is collecting donations to make Thanksgiving food baskets for needy 
families. Each of these families has an individual undergoing cancer treatment at the Saint Agnes 
Hospital cancer center in Baltimore.   
 
The following items are needed:   
 

Canned goods or jars (corn, green beans, peas, yams, turkey gravy, fried onions, fruit cocktail, chicken broth, cream 
of mushroom soup, chicken noodle soup, vegetable soup, cranberry sauce, apple sauce);  

Boxed or bagged goods (mac and cheese, instant potatoes, red jello, stuffing mix, brownie mix, blueberry muffin 
mix, corn bread muffin mix, marshmallows, Sugar Cookies, Triscuit crackers, Goldfish);  

2-liter bottled Iced Tea, Coca-Cola, Pepsi or 7-Up/Sprite/Sierra Mist; aluminum roasting pans for turkeys. 
 
Please sign up to bring these items! Our sign-up sheet can be found on the bulletin board outside of the bath-

rooms. Items can be delivered to Lauren Gray until November 20th. Thank you for your help!!  
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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday 
By Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant 

On September 11, 2016, we celebrated “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday by lifting up in prayer the emer-
gency responders in our community and delivering baked goods to them.  We had such an overwhelming re-
sponse to our request for cookies that we were able to distribute over 1,000 baked goods to the police offic-
ers and firefighters in our community. We also received $250 in seed money through the Thrivent Action 
Team to purchase the containers for the baked goods. The remaining balance was used to buy 20 stuffed ani-
mals that were donated to the Howard County Police Department to help comfort children in distress when 
police officers respond to calls involving children. 
 

The baked goods were delivered to the following stations: the Howard County Police Department’s Head-
quarters in Ellicott City, Fire Department Stations 2 (Ellicott City) Station 3 (West Friendship), Station 4 
(Lisbon), Station 5 (Clarksville), Station 6 (Savage), Station 7 (Banneker), Station 8 (Bethany), Station 10 
(Rivers Park) and Station 13 (Woodbine).   
 

We thank you for your support and we thank Shannon Spicer for coordinating this event. 
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Developing a Recovery Plan for the Ellicott City Flooding 
by Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant 

 
Shortly after the flash flooding in Ellicott City on July 30, 2016, Lutheran Disaster 
Response Coordinator for Maryland and Delaware, Pastor Phillip Huber, surveyed 
the damages and immediately worked to connect with key leaders in the commu-
nity.  His mission was to create an indigenous group of people in the community 
to work together with the long term recovery process. This is how the Lutheran 

Disaster Response manages to always be the last one to leave of all the responders in a disaster.  
 

Pastor Huber serves as the chair of the Maryland Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (MD VOAD). Since August, 
he has had weekly meetings with community leaders representing the Howard 
County government, the Maryland State government, local faith-based organiza-
tions, non-profit organizations, homeowners and business owners in Ellicott City. 
The result is the formation of the Ellicott City Long Term Recovery Committee (EC
-LTRC), of which I am now a voting member.  Its mission is “to assist the recovery 
of those affected by the flooding on July 30, 2016, with special focus on the Main 
Street Ellicott City community.” The initial assessment showed that about 40 resi-
dential homes were affected on the West End and about 60 businesses and prop-
erty owners in the historic area of Main Street.  
 

These pictures were taken on September 28 when EC-LTRC members visited the flood impacted areas. How can you 
help? Please pray for those who were affected by the flooding. It is estimated that it will take 3 to 4 years to recover 
and rebuild something better for this community. Stay tuned for other opportunities to help. The EC-LTRC is in the pro-
cess of strategic planning and will soon be forming teams (e.g., Casework Team, Construction Team, Finance Team, 
Fundraising Team, Communications/Publicity Team, and Spiritual/Psychological Recovery Team. 
 



FLAMES Provides Lunch for 50 Kids at Grassroots  
 

On October 2nd, the FLAMES group (3rd, 4th, & 5th grade) put together 50 bagged lunches for children at 
Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center, our local homeless shelter. They filled the bags with turkey sand-
wiches, ham sandwiches, chips, cookies, and a drink. We had 11 kids at this FLAMES event, which led 

us to finish putting the lunches together in under a half hour! The kids had a great time packing these lunches. When I 
went to deliver the lunches the next day, Dottie, the kitchen manager, told me that there are many days when the kids 
who come to their facility don’t receive lunch. Grassroots depends on those lunches for the kids, which is why they look 
to the community to donate.  
 

I know our FLAMES kids would love to make lunches for these Grassroots kids again! I plan to get our older youth in-
volved in this as well. This is a great way for our youth to see how they can help people their age in their community.  
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The EC-LTRC members and officers are: 

Rev. Adam Feldman, Chair, Metanoia Church 

Millicent Nwolisa, Vice Chair, Bridges to Housing Stability 

Monica Fabbri, Secretary, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Bita Dayhoff, Treasurer, Community Action Council 

Rev. Aaron Grose, Corresponding Secretary, Emory United Methodist Church 

Jessie Keller, Councilman Weinstein/Legislative 

Daniel Kershner, Howard County Dept. of Resources and Services 

Set Knobel, Grassroots 

Charlie McCabe, Rotary Howard 7 

Tom McNeal, Howard County Office of Emergency Management 

John Papania, St. Paul Catholic Church 

Paul Rufe, Lion Clubs International District 22A, Central MD 

Rev. Gigie Sijera-Grant, First Lutheran Church 

Rev. Mina Street, Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 

Business District Owner/Occupant (TBD) 

Business District Business Owner (TBD) 

West End Business Owner (TBD) 

West End Owner/Occupant (TBD) 
 

In addition to these officers and members, other interested people in the community may join in the conversation 
and planning. From First Lutheran, our fellow disciple, Cathy Rice attends these meetings. If you are interested in 
helping, please contact Pastor Gigie or Cathy Rice. 
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CHRISTMAS BASKETS 
Delivering 144 food baskets to Howard County Families 

and 

PANGANI LUTHERAN CHILDREN’S CENTRE 
Providing food, shelter and education for young girls in Nairobi. 

A ministry partner of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 
We need your help! Gifts of any amount are welcome.  
 
Again this year, we plan to deliver Christmas food baskets to 144 families in our community experiencing 
tough times, and to provide financial support for Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre.  
 

Families receiving the baskets will be identified through the Howard County School System, WIC (Women, 
Infants and Children), Grassroots, the Maryland National Guard’s Partners-in-Care Program, and refer-
rals from our own pastors and members. In order to reach out and serve these families, we need near-
ly 200 volunteers who contribute in so many ways, including making phone calls to arrange deliveries, 
putting boxes together, packing boxes with perishable and non-perishable items, loading and unload-
ing trucks, planning delivery, making maps, and basket delivery. 

Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre reaches out to destitute girls, typically either orphaned or abandoned, 
to provide them with food, shelter, clothes, health care, and an education to help them grow into self-
sustaining, valuable citizens. 

 
Please use the form below and place it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Please make checks 
payable to First Lutheran Church and designate “Food Baskets” ($85 supports one family with a basket of 
food).  
 
New this year, you may also donate through the on-line “Pushpay” Give Option on the church website at  
http://www.firstlutheranec.org/ or text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Yes, I/we will help on:  
____ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 at 9:00 a.m. - Volunteer to pack non-perishables. Meet in Social Hall.  
____ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 at 7:30 a.m. - Help unload truck and pack perishables. Meet in Social 
Hall.  
____ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 at 9:00 a.m. - Help load baskets into vehicles. (Lower parking lot).  
____ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 at 9:00 a.m. - Volunteer to deliver baskets. (Lower parking lot).  
Boxes are heavy; so, bring someone with you.  
 
IMPORTANT – Please mark your calendar; we do not plan to call anyone unless there is a problem. Con-
tact Terry Kay, (410-750-9372; email terrence.kay@verizon.net), if you have any questions. If you would 
like your donation to be a dedication or memorial, please write out clearly the wording that you would 
like to be published in the newsletter.  
 

Name:______________________Phone:_________________Envelope #____ 
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Women’s and Children Place 

November 19, 2016 

Watch for the menu and sign-up sheet 
on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 
Depart the church at 4:30 for a 6:00 p.m. meal.  
Questions, call Gail Tabeling at 410-531-3938.  
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Prayer Shawl Team  
 

Monday, November 7, 2016 
10: 00 a.m. in the parlor  

Contact Ginny Fan for more information, 
410-750-7237 

Sewing Circle (Quilters) 
 

Monday, November 14, 2016  
 

If you can cut or pin fabric  
we’d love to have you join us. 

 
Second Monday of the month  
at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall 

 
Call Mary Sullins at 410-465-6723 for more information. 

Men’s Bible Study & Fellowship Group  
 

Friday, November 18 at 7:30 a.m. 
Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100) 

 

This is an informal group that discusses the bible, 
prays together, shares stories and generally, has a 
good time while realizing that we are all chosen to do 
God’s work and spread his word. We meet on the 3rd 
Friday of each month.  For more information contact 
Jay Zumbrun at 443-745-0737 or Pastor Mike at 410-
465-2977. 

      Nursing Home Worship Service 

  Wednesday, November 9 

 10:30 a.m. departure 

                We return by noon. 

Meet at the church to carpool. Please join us. 

Deadline for articles and activities for 
the December 2016 issue of  

the Messenger is  

Tuesday, November 8, 2016.  
 

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and include 
the word “Messenger” in the subject line. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE! 

Congregational Meeting 

November 20th, 11:45 a.m. 

Agenda includes: approval of 2017 Faith 

Spending Plan, update on various ministries, 

and ratification of Constitutional changes. 

 

Faith & Film 

“WADJDA” 
Wednesday, November 9 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
” an 11-year-old Saudi girl living in the capital Riyadh, 
dreams of owning a green bicycle that she passes in a 
store every day on her way to school. She wants to race 
against her friend Abdullah, a boy from the neighborhood, 
but riding bikes is frowned upon for girls and Wadjda's 
mother refuses to buy one for her daughter.   So Wadjda 
decides to try and raise the money herself. 
 
WADJDA is a movie of firsts. This first feature film shot 
entirely in Saudi Arabia and the first feature film made by 
a female Saudi filmmaker. In a country where cinemas are 
banned and women cannot drive or vote, writer-director 
Haifaa Al Mansour has broken many barriers with her new 
film. Mansour was forbidden from mixing with the men in 
her crew, often directing via walkie-talkie from the back of 
a van.  With a Rotten Tomatoes Critics Rating of 99% fa-
vorable, and Audience Score of 88%, WADJDA is one of 
the best reviewed films in recent years. 

Family Film Night 

Friday, November 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

Join us for “Finding Dory.”  Invite a friend! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riyadh


It is the responsibility of the Memorial Gifts committee to decide how monetary contributions received from 
members and friends of the congregation are used with the approval of the Congregation Council for any 
expenditure over $200.00.  The committee keeps an accurate record of all gifts received and acknowledges 
the gifts given both to the family of the one memorialized and to the giver of the gift. The committee keeps 
a list of needs that could be met through Memorial gifts. 
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Meet our Newest Disciples! 
Welcome to our newest disciples! Here is a brief bio for each one. Let’s make them feel welcome in our faith family! 

 
Patrick and Linda McGeehan have lived in HOWARD county since 1996. They have 3 
adult sons and 2 furry canine children (havanese). They enjoy traveling, boating and 
reading. Linda also enjoys photography. Patrick enjoys woodworking. They have 
been active in their past faith communities and look forward to volunteering at first 
Lutheran and making new friends. 
 
 

Sarah and Andrew Noble are originally from the Midwest, having grown up in Illinois 
and Indiana, respectively.  They moved to Maryland about 5 years ago and currently 
reside in Carroll County.  Sarah and Andrew have two wonderful children:  Peter, who 
is 2 years old, and Anna, who is 4 months old.  In their free time, they enjoy traveling, 
hiking, and photography. 

PARISH REGISTER  

Wedding of  
Kendall Marie Lawrence and Michael Jonathan Pierson on October 1, 2016 

MEMORIAL GIFTS AND DEDICATIONS 

General Fund:                     as of September 30,2016 
     In memory of Ann Hoon by Genny Hardesty and Helen Tyler 
     In memory of Mary Gates by Paul and Valerie Miller 
 
Organ Anniversary Concert: 
     In honor of their grandchildren; Amy and James Marquart by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 
 
Special Music Fund: 
     In memory of Myrna Carky by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 
 
Youth Fund: 
     In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Annette Hackner 
     In honor of the First Lutheran Clean-up Crew by Paul and Evelyn Combs 
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THANK YOU FROM  

Madeline and Micah Jensen—Thank you very much for the baptismal gifts. The shell and candle are cherished memen-
tos. We really enjoy reading our Bibles. And we are very thankful for our handmade blankets. They are so soft and we 
both love sleeping with them. Thank you again. We are excited to be members of the First Lutheran community. 
 
Ellen and John Morris—To the congregation—The Lord brought the light of love to our door this week. Eleanor Grieb 
brightened our home with flowers that heard the Word of God Sunday along with all of you. Thank you for remember-
ing us as we heal after the death of our nephew, Jim. We feel loved.   
 
Phyllis and Darwyn Kelley—We would like to thank everyone for your prayers, visits and home cooked meals during 
Darwyn’s recent recovery from heart surgery. With your prayers and love he is continuing to return to good health. 
 
Karen McDonald—Thank you so very much for both the regular prayer shawl and the pocket-sized one as well.  They 
have both brought me such comfort as I have been recovering from my surgery.  It is so wonderful to have the 
knowledge that prayers for healing are infused within them and to literally feel God’s presence. Peace and love be with 
each of you. 
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